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5: ¹² Now many signs and wonders were done among the people through the
apostles. And they were all together in Solomon’s Portico. ¹³ None of the rest
dared to join them, but the people held them in high esteem. ¹⁴ Yet more than
ever believers were added to the Lord, great numbers of both men and women,
¹⁵ so that they even carried out the sick into the streets, and laid them on cots
and mats, in order that Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them as he came
by. ¹⁶ A great number of people would also gather from the towns around
Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those tormented by unclean spirits, and they
were all cured.

COMMENTARY:
DATE OF COMPOSITION
As regards the date of the Book of Acts, we may at most assign a probable date for the completion of the book. It is recognized by all
that Acts ends abruptly. The author devotes but two verses to the two years which Paul spent at Rome. These two years were in a
certain sense uneventful. Paul dwelt peaceably at Rome, and preached the kingdom of God to all who went in unto him. It seems
probable that during this peaceful epoch St. Luke composed the Book of Acts and terminated it abruptly at the end of the two years, as
some unrecorded vicissitude carried him out into other events. The date of the completion of Acts is therefore dependent on the date of
St. Paul's Roman captivity. Writers are quite concordant in placing the date of Paul's coming to Rome in the year 62; hence the year 64
is the most probable date for the Acts.
THE BIBLICAL COMMISSION
The Biblical Commission, 12 June, 1913, published the following answers to various questions about the Acts: The author of the Acts
of the Apostles is Luke the Evangelist, as is clear from Tradition, internal evidence in the Acts themselves and in their relation to the
third Gospel (Luke 1:1-4; Acts 1:1-2). The unity of their authorship can be proved critically by their language, style and plan of
narrative, and by their unity of scope and doctrine. The occasional substitution of the first person plural for the third person so far from
impairing, only establishes more strongly their unity of composition and authenticity. The relations of Luke with the chief founders of
the Church in Palestine, and with Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles; his industry and diligence as an eyewitness and in examining
witnesses; the remarkable agreement of the Acts of the Apostles with the Epistles of Paul and with the more genuine historical
records, all go to show that Luke had at his command most trustworthy sources, and that he used them in such a manner as to make his
work historically authoritative. This authority is not diminished by the difficulties alleged against the supernatural facts he records, by
his manner of condensing statements, by apparent disagreements with profane or Biblical history, or by apparent inconsistencies with
his own or with other scriptural writings
Acts 5.12–16: Miraculous deeds. Miraculous healing often results in attracting believers (9.35; 19.11–20). 12: Solomon’s Portico, see
3.11n. 15: Similar miracles are also ascribed to Paul (19.12). Pg. 208 The Jewish Annotated New Testament

