Handout for week of 2/18/19 Luke 6:27-38 & 1 Sam. 26: 7-9, 12-13, 22-23
www.theark1.com
Connie May © 1/19/19
Drawing with permission by Fr. Robert Beck
Fr. Robert Beck (subscription)
Stone, Naomi. Choosing Love as a way of Life
Rolheiser, Fr. Ron. Measuring ourselves in Love
Monastery Sunday Homilies
1 Sam. 26: 7
So David and Abishai came to the people by night; and, behold, Saul lay
sleeping within the barricade, with his spear stuck in the ground at his head; and
Abner and the people lay round about him. 8 Then said Abishai to David: 'G-d
hath delivered up thine enemy into thy hand this day; now therefore let me smite
him, I pray thee, with the spear to the earth at one stroke, and I will not smite
him the second time.' 9 And David said to Abishai: 'Destroy him not; for who
can put forth his hand against HaShem'S anointed, and be guiltless?'
….12 So David took the spear and the cruse of water from Saul's head; and they
got them away, and no man saw it, nor knew it, neither did any awake; for they
were all asleep; because a deep sleep from HaShem was fallen upon them. 13
Then David went over to the other side, and stood on the top of the mountain
afar off; a great space being between them. …22 And David answered and said:
'Behold the king's spear! let then one of the young men come over and fetch it.
23 And HaShem will render to every man his righteousness and his faithfulness; forasmuch as HaShem delivered thee into my hand
to-day, and I would not put forth my hand against HaShem'S anointed.
COMMENTARY:
David at Court : David, the youngest son of Isai (Jesse), is anointed king at Bethlehem by Samuel, xvi, 1-33. He is called to court to
play before Saul and is made his armour bearer, xvi, 14-23. David and Goliath, xvii. Jonathan's friendship for David and Saul's
jealousy; the latter, after attempting to pierce David with his lance, urges him on with treacherous intent to a daring feat against the
Philistines by promising him his daughter Michol in marriage, xviii. Jonathan softens his father for a time, but, David having again
distinguished himself in a war against the Philistines, the enmity is renewed, and Saul a second time attempts to kill him, xix, 1-10.
Michol helps David to escape; he repairs to Samuel at Ramatha, but, seeing after Jonathan's fruitless effort at mediation that all hope
of reconciliation is gone, he flees to Achis, King of Geth, stopping on the way at Nobe, where Achimelech gives him the loaves of
proposition and the sword of Goliath. Being recognized at Geth he saves himself by feigning madness, xix, 11-xxi.
David as an Outlaw: He takes refuge in the cave of Odollam (Adullam), and becomes the leader of a band of outlaws; he places his
parents under the protection of the King of Moab. Saul kills Achimelech and the priests of Nobe, xxii. David delivers Ceila from the
Philistines, but to avoid capture by Saul he retires to the desert of Ziph, where he is visited by Jonathan. He is providentially delivered
when surrounded by Saul's men, xxiii. He spares Saul's life in a cave of the desert of Engaddi, xxiv. Death of Samuel. Episode of
Nabal and Abigail; the latter becomes David's wife after her husband's death, xxv. During a new pursuit, David enters Saul's camp at
night and carries off his lance and cup, xxvi. He becomes a vassal of Achis, from whom he receives Siceleg (Ziklag); while pretending
to raid the territory of Juda, he wars against the tribes of the south, xxvii. New war with the Philistines; Saul's interview with the witch
of Endor, xxviii. David accompanies the army of Achis, but his fidelity being doubted by the Philistine chiefs he is sent back. On his
return he finds that Siceleg has been sacked by the Amalecites during his absence, and Abigail carried off with other prisoners; he
pursues the marauders and recovers the prisoners and the booty, xxix-xxx. Battle of Gelboe; death of Saul and Jonathan, xxxi.

