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ENTERING THE SCENE:
Fr. Beck asks: “What is it we hunger for? Many things. To be treated
with dignity, to be recognized for our worth. For a place in the world. For
a society that gives each his or her due…..It is seen in the society around
us, where seekers are everywhere, and the longing for spiritual substance
is almost tangible, all the more for the frustration of not finding it where
it is expected to be.” These words ring with a special urgency these days
as we attempt to live into the challenges in a world of chaos and
complexity. We like the people in this text think we knew what God
wanted and how it should always be so. We join them now in pleading
for a sign that we are on the right track. We come again to the table of the
bread of life in order to never be hungry again.
John 6: 24-35
24 Once the crowd realized that neither Jesus nor his disciples were
there, they got into the boats and went to Capernaum in search of Jesus.
25 When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him,
"Rabbi, when did you get here?" 26 Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth,
you are looking for me, not because you saw miraculous signs but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. 27 Do not work for
food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his
seal of approval." 28 Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?" 29 Jesus answered, "The work of
God is this: to believe in the one he has sent." 30 So they asked him, "What miraculous sign then will you give that we may see it
and believe you? What will you do? 31 Our forefathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written: 'He gave them bread from
heaven to eat.' “32 Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my
Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the
world." 34 Sir," they said, "from now on give us this bread." 35 Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me
will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.
DISCUSSION QUESTION: The people were looking for signs and overlooked the sign right in front of them. How do I do that?
PRAYER: Sign, Jesus. I have my own image of what God is like, where God is at, and how God wants me to be. Too often, these
things keep me from seeing you right in front of me. Help me to refocus so as to never be hungry again. Sr. Marlene says “I AM THE
BREAD OF LIFE…
Bread / Made only to be broken, received, eaten; / Made to be destroyed to continue life.
Bread wanted by all: day by day by day. / Whose hunger do I satisfy? / Who satisfies mine?
Halpin, Marlene, Dominican. Leading Prayer: Plain and Simple. Dubuque, IA. Brown Pub. 1990. Page 35. NO ONE COMING TO ME WILL EVER BE HUNGRY
AGAIN.”

Amen.

